Data for Development:  Taking Notes and Using Them to Prepare for Classes 
The name “LaGuardia” is synonymous with high standards in studio and academic classes.  Our faculty’s elevated expectations are evident whether one is watching a performance or sitting in a classroom.  Surprisingly, though, LaGuardia earned a mark of 6.9 for academic expectations on last year’s Learning Environment Survey.  This number is close to the city average, but we do not feel it reflects the academic rigor of our school curricula.  Our faculty helps students develop important skills that enable them to excel.  Among the most important of these is note taking; in order for students to be aware of what happens in class and be actively engaged in their own learning, they must take relevant notes and then study these notes.
The Inquiry Team kept in mind note taking and skills-based instruction as we reviewed the rich student portfolios that our faculty submitted to us.  We noticed a correlation between the quality of students’ notes and students’ performance on assessments.  The teacher note taking surveys that were administered last month make clear that this is unsurprising to many of our teachers and that instructors expect that students should make this obvious connection.  Our student surveys and initial findings from our pilot program make clear, however, that for several of our young people there is a disconnect between the two.  Despite students of the LaG teachers in the program claiming to have taken many pages of helpful notes for class and having clear understandings of note taking expectations, many of these same students did not feel that their performance on assessments would improve if their notes were more complete and better organized.
Notes usually reflect class time.  Class time is valuable, and notes should also be valuable.  It will be difficult to encourage our young scholars to complete their notes, study their notes, and use them when readying themselves for alternative assessments if they feel that doing so will not benefit them.  Please continue to remind your students of the value of note taking.   

The following are some strategies that our teachers use to motivate students to take excellent notes and for reviewing these notes:

· Showing students the notes of a student who has performed well on a class assessment to highlight the correlation between the two

· Assessing students’ notes on an ongoing basis

· Allowing young people to use their notes to help them complete certain in-class assignments, such as essays

· Including on examinations questions that relate to topics discussed in class but not found in any class text

· Having students exchange notes and discuss them with their peers

· Occasionally giving students a few minutes of time in class to review their notes, highlight key ideas, and write brief summaries
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