Data for Development (9/17/08):  Reviewing Best Practice

All of our teachers use assessments to track the progress of our students, and we modify our instructional practice based on students’ performance.  The authors of the “Data for Development” page, Laura van Keulen and Alex Moore, made an effort last year to help you get to know your students even better by sharing with you relevant data and research.  We appreciate that you took the time to review this information and used it to inform your teaching.

Many of us are already using the techniques that were recommended.  For example, we found through the CFI Team’s primary project last spring that students benefit from the explicit teaching of note taking skills.  Many instructors are now asking students to use the Cornell Notes format.  In addition to the teaching of study skills, the Team’s work with male students and females students made clear that differentiated instruction empowers and engages students who are often left behind.  Indeed, if students are too far behind, they sometimes do not even make it into the classroom.  There is little that teachers can do if students are not present; therefore, we recommended last year that attendance be weighted appropriately in a student’s grade.  We are thrilled that more teachers than ever before are keeping track of attendance and assessments with the aid of electronic grade books and Web sites.  So many are now using technology in the classroom to motivate students and then on the Internet to keep students and parents well informed.  In addition, access to computers makes potential interdisciplinary collaboration even more exciting and easier to realize, and evidence of such cross-curricular endeavors is apparent. 

We hope that you have found the data and recommendations that we presented to you last year to be relevant to your teaching.  We look forward to continuing to sharing with you data-driven, research-proven strategies that you can use to help your students excel.

