Inquiry Team:  Mission Statement

Members:  
The LaGuardia Arts CFI Inquiry Team consists of the following members: 

· Emily Lawton (Mathematics) 

· Alex Moore (English)

· Anne Pace (Science)

· Erik Sudduth (Social Studies)

· Laura van Keulen (Assistant Principal of Data and Technology).
Projects:  

This semester, the CFI Inquiry Team will continue to share with you useful resources and strategies regarding the teaching of note taking skills, exposing students to writing standards, and involving them in interdisciplinary work. The Cross-Curricular Style Guide, which relates to all disciplines and was created by instructors from several departments, will be completed and uploaded to the LaGuardia Arts Web site.  The Team will explore the benefits of interdisciplinary work through a pair of collaborative faculty projects, and the results of these will be presented to you at a faculty meeting.  In addition, we will continue to study the teaching of note taking strategies and make our results available to you.    

Resources: 
All faculty members will now be able to benefit from last year’s CFI Note Taking Pilot Program.  We recommend that teachers use the resources below to teach note taking skills; these skills benefit students across the school curricula.  You may find it most convenient to adapt one of these lessons for implementation during a thirty minute period on a Conference Day.  
1-  Lesson Plans:  The lesson plans that are linked to here describe teaching strategies that are intended to help students develop key note taking skills.  We used writing diagnostics, surveys, and input from LaGuardia teachers to determine how to help our students most effectively.  The plans were designed, tested, and revised by Mr. Moore and Ms. Healy of the English Department with help from teachers in other departments.  Ms. Kingham-Cronin of the Social Studies Department, for example, explained that beginning note takers often struggle to organize ideas, knowing neither what to write down nor how to synthesize the information that is given to them.  The implementation of these lesson plans will empower students to overcome the frustrations that beginning note takers face.  

2- PowerPoint Presentation:  As we mentioned in the Yellow Sheet, Ms. Kingham-Cronin is one instructor who has found the following instructional tool on Cornell Notes to be helpful:  http://www.sdcoe.k12.ca.us/lret/avid/resources/Cornell_Notes-presentation.ppt
3- Cornell Notes Video:  Students may better understand the importance of developing their note taking skills if they first view this short video that is available on the Dartmouth University Web site:   

http://www.dartmouth.edu/~acskills/videos/video_nt.html
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